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WHEN YOU'RE READING...

Ask yourself.

& Am [ CLICKING ALONG? (1 get it.)

% Have [ hat a CLUNK? (1 don't get it.)

FIX-UP STRATEGIES TO USE WHEN YOU HIT A CLUNK

Slow down or stop.

Reread.

Read on.

Connect to something you already know. (Use your prior
knowledge.)

Predict or hypothesize.

Make a picture in your head.

Use text aids (pictures, headings, title, graphs).

Figure out the pattern (cause and effect, sequence, listing,
comparisor/contrast, description, problem-solution).

Identify the controlling idea.

Find key words and signal words (first, second, in summary).

Chunk long, wordy parts into fewer words.
Restate in your own words (paraphrase).
Summarnze.
Ask yourself questions.
Ask someone else what they think it says.
Write (underline, jot margin notes, write in your own words).
Use a system to figure out an unknown word:
Read to the end of the sentence (context).
Try the first few sounds (phonics).
Break the word apart (structure).
Use the dictionary/glossary.
Ask someone for help.

Figure 4-2. Action plun for reading
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 Boot Camp

READING PACKET


This packet is your reading skills event. You will read this entire packet and take the quiz that goes along with it. You have 20 minutes to complete Part 1: Reading Strategies. You will then have a 10-minute activity. After break, you will have 20 minutes to complete Part 2: Effective Note Taking. You are competing against the other platoons based on your overall average on the quiz. Do not look at the answer key on the last page until after you have completed and submitted the quiz. 
Introduction

Have you ever read three pages of a textbook and suddenly realized that your mind was somewhere else the whole time? You read every word, but you never focused on the concepts. You read but you never processed. Although this is normal, it is highly inefficient. To complete you homework, you probably had to go back a re-read everything you missed. Or even worse, you just kept going so you could say that you “read” the assignment. 

To avoid wasting time, you need to be an active reader that is understands exactly what is being explained. The goal is to do it right the first time. Our class requires advanced readers that can digest technical concepts by using effective reading strategies and note taking skills. In this packet you will learn and apply these skills and strategies. 

Part 1: Reading Strategies

By the time you begin high school, you have developed many reading strategies for understanding advanced writing. For example, you may slow down, stop and re-read, underline key words, try to picture it, etc. You use these strategies unconsciously.

The word metacognition describes the process of examining how you know what you know. In this activity, you will identify what you do when you read. You will inadvertently use your repertoire of reading strategies to construct meaning. Read the following passage, keeping in mind the reading strategies you are using then answer the quiz questions that follow:
Activity#1


The task is commonly associated with mammals, genus: human. For some, this task is required anno meridian; for other, post meridian. Education level appears not to be a factor in influencing this decision; however, those who fall into the category of unskilled labor often can be found performing task more often than the majority of the population.


Regardless of time, a rather simple sequence seems to exist. First, they must rid themselves of all semblances of that which was used in the preceding session. Next, they select from an assortment of choices those things that would be deemed most appropriate (It should be noted that some find the first two steps are better when reversed; others eliminate step two altogether, having made this decision earlier).


Before performing the third step, most people elect to engage in an act of purification, this having been recognized as a cultural norm in their society. Having done so, they first add to their persons those items that generally are not shared with the public. The exact choice here depends upon gender, and sometimes age. 


Unless an intermediary step of olfactory enhancing is required, the fourth step begins. They place component parts to achieve an overall composite that is appropriate to the anticipated activity and climate. Often times, specimens seek to achieve, in the vernacular, “the look” to attract praise from others.


The final step is quite simple. They buttress their decision by looking into a reflectoimagographum to confirm if any adjustments are necessary*. 

*Modified from Real Reading, Real Writing by Donna Topping  

Quiz Questions:

1. The passage is most likely about…

A. Mowing the lawn

B. Working out

C. Putting on your clothes

D. Shopping at discount stores

E. All of the above

2. The phrase “anno meridian” refers to:

A. The morning

B. The afternoon

C. While asleep

D. Exercising

E. None of the above

3. A reflectoimagographum is most likely another word for 

A. A stereo

B. A bottle

C. A window

D. A mirror

E. None of the above

4. According to the passage, which does NOT play a factor in deciding which semblances are chosen for each session?
A. Gender

B. Labor Skills

C. The weather

D. Age

E. All of the above do not play a factor

Debrief

The above passage was not easy to read. Reflect on the reading strategies you used. How did you make meaning? Did you read it fast or slow? Did you stop to re-read? Did you try to picture it? Did it start making sense only after you read the questions? 

One strategy everyone uses is to simply continue reading to see if a passage will eventually make sense. This is sometimes called clicking along. Although this is useful, it is important to recognize when you hit a clunk and become totally lost. At that point you need to go back and reread. You will often have to do this when you read college level material. When you are reading you should ask yourself if you are clicking along or if you have hit a clunk.

It is important to know which reading strategies work best for you so you can apply them when you come across difficult texts. On the chart below, place a check mark next to each of the strategies you used.
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Activity #2


Lets move from the theoretical to the practical. You will now read a passage form our textbook about rational consumer behavior as it relates to criminal activity. It is not a particularly difficult passage, but it does provide you a taste of what you will see this year.  


Just as you did in the previous passage, be mindful of the strategies you are using to make meaning. Most importantly, practice active reading to avoid hitting a clunk. After you have read the passage, answer the questions that follow.  

AP Economics –McConnell and Brue pg. 382 

Use a relatively pedantic or arcane page from you AP textbook.

Quiz Questions 
5. According to the article, theft and burglary:

A)
can be viewed as attempts to maximize utility, given certain marginal costs and marginal benefits.

B)
are examples of irrational behavior.

C)
are not subject to economic analysis.

D)
are the result of a downward spiral in the overall economy.
6. According to the article, what may be a negative result of stealing books from the college bookstore? 

A. Increased revenue for the book stores

B. Higher prices for all subsequent customers

C. Increased total utility for the bookstore

D. Increased total utility for the thief  

7. According to the article, the moral sense of right and wrong directly effects 

A. the net benefit of victims of crime

B. the demand for security equipment to catch criminals  

C. the demand for stolen goods

D. an individual’s guilt cost

8. Most people do not steal because:

A)
the marginal utilities of stolen goods diminish as more of them are obtained.

B)
the marginal benefit is often to high.

C)
their marginal costs, including guilt costs, are too high.

D)
stolen goods can be sold only at deep discounts.
9. All of the following would reduce property crime by increasing its "price," except:

A)
imposing greater penalties for those who are caught and convicted.

B)
using more sophisticated security systems.

C)
enhancing the legitimate earnings of potential criminals.

D)
legalizing the selling of stolen goods via black markets.
10. Assume that someone can sell a laptop on the black market for $150. The fine for getting caught steeling is $800 and the police usually catch 1 out of every 5 people. What does this passage suggest a person will do if they don’t feel guilty stealing laptops?

A. Steal laptops because they won’t feel guilty 

B. Not steal because the costs outweigh the benefits

C. Steal laptops because the benefits are greater than the costs

D. No steal because they have no guilt cost.

Debrief
What strategies did you use? How many times did you have to re-read? Did you ever hit a clunk? How did you figure out the meaning of important but unfamiliar vocabulary like “utility” and “marginal?” Hopefully you used metacognition to analyze your strengths and weaknesses when it comes to reading strategies. 

Part 2: Note Taking Skills 


By your senior year you have developed a method for taking notes. You my use outlines, Cornell, or bullets. This section of the packet is not designed to change your style. If fact, it is important to do what feels most comfortable. Don’t let anyone ever tell you different.

 
No matter what method you use, there are a few key features of effective note taking that must be reviewed. The activities that follow will help you identify those key features. Complete the activities and answer the questions.

Activity #1: Counting Shapes- The patterns below include an exact number of shapes. There are no tricks.

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


 11. How many squares does the above pattern include?

A. 12

B. 13

C. 15

D. 17

E. 20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


12. How many squares does the above pattern include?

A. 32

B. 56
C. 63
D. 70
E. 72
13. How many triangles does this pattern include?

A. 10

B. 12

C. 15

D. 16

E. 20

Debrief
If you are like most people, your strategy for answering the pattern questions was to just start counting. This was effective for the first pattern, but you probably had to start over a few time on the second and third. You also probably tried to mark off shapes you already counted with dashes or dots. This turned out to be ineffective. Your shapes got messy and you probably had to start over again.  

 Well what does this have to do with effective not taking skills? The purpose of taking notes is to organize what you just learned. That’s why you take notes from your book or during lectures. The above pattern activities become significantly easier when you write effective notes keeping track of what you already learned. For example, on the second pattern you could have written the following notes to help organize your thoughts:



# of 1 x 1 squares =___



# of 2 x 2 squares =___



# of 3 x 3 squares =___


# of 4 x 4 squares =___


Writing effective notes keeps you form forgetting or having to go back and relearn. This same method can be applied to the third pattern. (If you had a hard time with these problems you may want to go back to see if this is easier.) 

So what’s the point? First, your notes for class should be a tool for you to remember and organize what you already know. Second, your notes should be concise.  Don’t bother writing down things that are obvious, only the things that you need to remember. If you are going to bother taking notes, you should make sure that they are effective.

Activity #2


Again lets move away from the theoretical to the practical. 
Read the following excerpt from our textbook and answer the questions that follow. You can use the space below to take notes to help you organize what you learn. 

AP Economics –McConnell and Brue pg. 149
Quiz Questions  

14. Corporate common stockholders: 

A)
are guaranteed an annual fixed payment for each share of stock they own. 

B)
may or may not receive dividends, depending on the prosperity of the corporation. 

C)
are guaranteed a fixed payment for their shares when they mature. 

D)
are entitled to dividends before any payments can be made to bondholders. 

15. "Bondholders have a 'legally prior claim' on a corporation's earnings."  This means that: 

A)
corporate bonds are riskless. 

B)
bondholders have the power to change the interest rate they receive each year. 

C)
interest must be paid on bonds before any dividends can be paid to stockholders. 

D)
the market value of bonds cannot fluctuate from year to year. 

16. Which of the following is correct? 

A)
The market price of bonds and interest rates change in the same direction. 

B)
The market price of bonds and interest rates are unrelated. 

C)
Changes in interest rates affect stock prices, but not bond prices. 

D)
The market price of bonds and interest rates are inversely related. 
17. Bonds entail risks because: 

A)
the issuing corporation may encounter economic misfortune or go bankrupt. 

B)
interest rates may rise. 

C)
inflation may occur. 

D)
all of the above reasons. 
Debrief
How do you think you did? Were your notes effective? Did they help organize what you learned? Notice that the above questions are essentially all summary questions. They ask you about specific information that was included in the article. In our class we will take it a step further and have more analysis questions…but we will cross that bridge when we reach it. 

Great job. Please submit your scantron to your instructor and place this packet in your folder.




Answer Key


This is an answer key. Read this after you submit your quiz. If you have not submitted your quiz and are reading this you are obviously trying to cheat. If this is the case, you should think long and hard about how far you are going to get in a difficult course like [YOUR COURSE] simply by cheating. Not very far. 

It is also probably worth noting that this is an answer key to a quiz, but not your quiz. The answers below may or may not be correct. I wonder how many members of your platoon will skip this paragraph, or maybe the entire packet, and just put these answers on their scantron. I hope you learned some valuable strategies and skills by completing this packet. I’m sure you did well on your quiz.

	1. D  

	2. C

	3. D

	4. C

	5. B

	6. D

	7. D

	8. D

	9. C

	10. C

	11. E

	12. E

	13. C

	14. A

	15. B

	16. D

	17. C


Sample Questions for AP Economics





"A capacity and taste for reading gives access to whatever has already been discovered by others." -Abraham Lincoln





Sample Questions for AP Economics





End of Part 1








End of Part 2





Name: __________________________


Platoon: __________________________
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